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Charoenlap P, Israsena S, Editor. Chemoprophylaxis of pulmonary tuberculosis.
Chula Med J 1986 Sep; 30 (9) : 933-937 -

The recommendation that all persons under the age of 21 years with
positive tuberculin reaction should have chemoprophylaxis is accepted by nearly
all authorities. The use of preventive therapy in Thailand is less effective than
in developed countries because of the high incidence of positive tuberculin
reactors and isoniazid resistant organisms. The cost of the program is very
great and contains highly variable factors. On weighing this information with
the knowledge of a significant but low frequency of isoniazid toxicity, is never
the less strongly recommended for preventive treatment all cases of positive
tuberculin tests in children under 4 years of age and patients with untreated
“inactive tuberculosis’’ unless isoniazid proves to be more toxic than is now
established.
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Table Indication and risk of tuberculosis.
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Indication

Risk of tuberculosis

infected persons.

1. Household members other close associates
of newly diagnosed patients and newly

2. Converters (negative to positive in two years).

3. Persons with previous untreated tuberculosis

5% within three years.
10% over life span.

5% within three years.
10% over life span.
1% - 2% each year.

or with abnormal chest roentgenogram.
4. Positive tuberculin skin test reactors
with special risk factors.
5. Anyone 35 years of age or under with

10% within ten years.
unknown but high.

up to 5% over life span.

positive tuberculin skin test.
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