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Thisyakorn C. Problems in the determination of death in children. Chula Med J 1989 Feb;33(2) :
85-93

An individual who has sustained either irreversible cessation of circulatory and respiratory
Sfunctions, or irreversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including the brain stem, is
dead. Since there is a widely held belief that young children especially newborn infants may be more
resistant to anoxia and more likely to recover from coma than adults, different criteria regarding the
required duration of observation and the need for confirmatory tests in pediatric brain death
determination are outlined. Since brain death is now widely recognized as a medically definable state
and a basis for declaring a person’s death, a pediatric brain death examination form is prosposed
Jor practical use.

Reprint request : Thisyakorn C, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
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I. VITAL SIGNS
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II. &1
1. Blood barbiturate level U 1alenin.........
2. Other sedative-hypnotic drugs Y ‘3 aeN 1aid
3. Paralytic agents i fﬁ'am Naidl
4. Mydriatric drugs i %am 1aidl
5. Others %am
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1. Pupil size (mm)
Pupillary reaction
Oculocephalic (Doll’s eyes) testing

Oculovestibular (Caloric) testing
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5. Corneal reflex
6. Gag reflex

7. Cough reflex
8. Sucking reflex
9. Rooting reflex

10. Respiratory movement (spontaneous)
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2. Movements (spontaneous or induced)
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